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the   furniture,   was   covered   in  white   cashmere decked with flame-coloured and black bows, and the back  of it was higher than the   numerous cushions by which it was adorned.    Above it the walls were hung with pink Indian muslin over rec material,  the  flame-colour  and black arabesque; being repeated.     The   curtains   were   pink,  th< mantelpiece clock and candlesticks white marbL and gold, the carpet and portieres of rich Orienta design, and the chandelier and candelabra to ligh the divan  of silver gilt.    About the room wer = elegant baskets containing white and red flowers , and in the place  of honour on the table in th * middle was M. de Hanski's magnificent gold an L malachite inkstand.     Balzac   showed the glorie 5 of this  splendid  apartment   with   infantile prid * and  delight to visitors ; and here, reckless of h 3 pecuniary embarrassments, he gave a grand dinn< r to Thdophile Gautier, the Marquis de Belloy, an 1 Boulanger, and entertained them in the evenin ^ with good stories "& la Rabelais."
About this time Balzac started the associatic m he called the " Cheval Rouge," which was intend* d to be a mutual help society among a number >i friends, who were to push and praise each othei *s compositions, and to rise as one man against ai y one who dared to attack a member of the allianc ^, The idea was a good one; but there was a corr Lc side to it as conducted by Balzac, and the " Che\ al Rouge," after five or six meetings, ceased to ex si without having seriously justified its existeru e